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DENHAM ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Chairman: Councillor To be appointed Email: clerk@denhamparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 
 

 

Held on the 19th May 2026 at Denham Village Hall 
 

Present:  Cllr T Farrow (TF) - Chair, Cllr R Gilmore (RG), Caron Chalkley (CC), Lisa Finch (LF) 
 

Three members of the public and the Parish Clerk, Wendy Alcock. 

 

Item  Description 

1 To elect the Chair and Deputy Chair for 2026/27  

The outgoing chair asked for nominations for Chair and Deputy Chair. 

Cllr LF nominated Cllr TF as Chair and this seconded by Cllr RG.  Cllr TF accepted the 
nominated and was voted unanimously as chair for the 2026/27 Council year.  Cllr TF 
signed the acceptance of office. 
 

Cllr TF nominated Cllr JK as Deputy Chair and this seconded by Cllr CC.  Cllr JK accepted 
the nominated and was voted unanimously as Deputy Chair for the 2026/27 Council year.  
Cllr JK signed the acceptance of office. 
 

2 Apologies for absence:   

a. Councillors to receive any apologies for absence. 

All present 

b. Councillors to vote on acceptance to accept apologies for absence. 

Not required 

3 Declarations of Interest and Dispensation considerations:  

a. To receive any Councillors’ Interests in subsequent agenda items and to note any 
additions and/or deletions to the Councils Register of Interest. 
 
None received 

b. To receive and consider any requests for dispensations. 

Not required. 
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4 Minutes of previous meeting 

Council agreed the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 17th March 2026 as a 
true record of the business conducted. These were signed by the chair. 
 

5 Public Forum:  

(this section at the Chairman’s discretion may last up to 15 minutes): 

a. To receive reports from the District and County Councillor. 

Cllr Hicks report is available in Appendix A . 

Cllr Sally Mittuch’s report is available in Appendix B 

b. To receive comments or questions on matters of interest from members of the 
public. 

c.  
Nothing from the public forum. 
 
Cllr JK reported that the Land on Hoxne Road the plots are now up for sale. 
 

6 Planning:  

a. To consider any current or new planning applications. 

I. DC/26/00393 – Wood House, Coldham Hill, Eye, IP21 5DG – Raise existing 
single storey link to two storey.  Erection of front porch and veranda to 
east and north elevations.  Insertion of 2 dormer windows to south 
elevation.  
Ratification of delegated decision of no objections. 

II. DC/26/00756 - Wood House, Coldham Hill, Eye, IP21 5DG – Installation of 
ground mounted solar panels. 
Ratification of delegated decision of no objections. 
 

b. Council noted the planning decisions received. 
I. DC/24/05163 – The Red Feather Club, Coldham Hill, Denham – Discharge 

of condition 4 – Habitat management and monitoring plan. 
II. DC/26/00756 – Wood House, Coldham Hill, Denham – Granted subject to 

conditions. 
 

c. Other Planning Matters 
 

I. Council to consider options following community meeting with MSDC 
Planning on 23rd March 26 
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Council discussed the report circulated by the Clerk on estimated costs 
for submitting a planning application.  It was felt that the costs which 
could be in excess of £12,000 would be too excessive for the Council to 
proceed. 
 
The Clerk reported that she had not received a response to the FOI 
request to Philip Isbell regarding substantiating his report that other 
parish council’s had submitted housing planning applications. 
 
Council voted to take the complaint to ICO. Clerk to action. 
 

II. Consider MSDC’s offer of funding for a Neighbourhood Plan for the parish 
and feasibility report provided by the Clerk. 

 
Following the announcement of funding from MSDC for a Neighbourhood Plan the Clerk 
had provided a feasibility report which had been circulated to Council. 
 
It was felt that a Neighbourhood Plan for the Parish of Denham was not a viable option at 
this time.  Council to consider a Village Design Statement which would allow the Council 
to influence the look and feel of any small infill applications without the administrative 
and financial exhaustion of a full plan. 
 
Council agreed to look at Village Design Statement at a future meeting. 

 

7 Finance:  

a. Councillors to approve the finance report for the period ended 30 April 2026 
including: 

I. The Bank reconciliation was noted.  See Appendix B 

II. Budget monitoring report was noted – Councillors should be aware that 
the monitoring report now includes the power used for the expenditure 
as per the internal audit report (see 8(a) iv) 
 

b. Councillors noted the receipts since the last meeting. 

c. Councillors to approve payments. 

The payments as presented were approved.  See Appendix C. 
 

d. Review authorised officer for bank accounts. 

Update from JK. 

Has been authorised for approval but still awaiting the on-line access. 
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Action: Clerk to contact Barclays to ask what is happening with the approval 
process. 

e. Consider funding for the replacement of village noticeboards 

The Clerk reported that initial research had identified that replacement 
noticeboard could cost between £400 to £1200 depending on the material and 
design.  There is currently no budget provision for replacement of noticeboards 
and insufficient funds in general reserves. 
 
The Parish currently has four noticeboards at the following locations:- 

• Village Hall – Needs attention 

• Church Road – In poor condition. 

• Denham Street – In poor condition. 

• Shingle Hill – Completely broken at post. 
 
The Clerk advised that the legal requirement was to post notices on only one 
noticeboard.  Look for opportunities  for funding for replacement. 
 
Council agreed to keep the noticeboard at the Village Hall and maintain the others whilst 
possible. 

 

8 Governance:  

a. Councillors to approve the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 

2025/26 

I. Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 

The Clerk explained the no responses on the AGS which were in line with 
the comments from the internal auditor.  An explanation of the No 
responses would be given to the external auditor and what the Council is 
doing to rectify the situation going forward. 
 
The Annual Governance Statement was approved by Council unanimously  
and signed by the Chair and the Clerk/RFO 
 

II. Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2025/26 

The Accounting Statement for 2025/26 was approved by Council 
unanimously and signed by the Chair and the Clerk/RFO 
 

III. To note the Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26 for the AGAR 
 
The Clerk reported that the Internal Audit had been particularly robust 
this year raising issues which had not been previously raised by the SALC 
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internal audit service.  The Clerk had challenged some of the 
recommendations as she felt they were unfair and unjustified and as a 
result the internal auditor amended two of the negative responses in 
their report. 
 
The report was noted by Council. 
 

IV.  To note the recommendations made in the Internal Auditors report and 
the response and action plan from Clerk/RFO. 
 
As stated above the Internal Auditors report was extremely robust.  The 
Clerk has extracted all the comments and recommendations made in the 
report and gave a response and action which will be reported back to 
future Council meetings when these have been actioned. 
 

V. Council to note the Notice of Public Rights for unaudited accounts. 
 
As recommended in the internal audit report Council are required to note 
the Notice of Public Rights – Noted by Council. 
 

b. To review and agree the asset register. 

The asset register has been updated as suggested by the internal auditor. 

Council  discussed, reviewed and approved the asset register as present.  Agreed 
to consider a qualified evaluation of the village hall. 
 

c. To review and approve the Council’s risk assessment. 

The Council’s risk assessment was discussed, reviewed and approved by Council. 
 

d. Review and approve the Financial Regulations 

The amended Financial Regulations including a powers appendices were 
approved by Council. 
 

e. Review and approve the Standing Orders 
 
The Standing Orders were approved by Council. 

 
f. Review and readopt  the LGA Code of Conduct 

 
The Code of Conduct was reviewed and readopted, subject to the page numbers 
being corrected. 
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9 Denham Community Council: To receive an update and consider any action required. 

Cllr TF reported a change to bar nights which are now alternate Friday’s not weekly. 
Looking to have themed nights throughout the year. Supporting the Red Feather Club 
open days as a heritage sight. 

10 Correspondence: To receive and consider any comments/actions to correspondence 
received which is not already covered within the agenda. 

a) MSDC – Tree planting opportunities - noted 
b) MSDC – Consultation on outdoor sports facilities - noted 
c) Suffolk Water Recycling – Project update - noted 

11 Any other matters for information, to be noted, or for inclusion on a future agenda. 

Clerk informed Council of her annual leave for w/c 15th June 

Planning FOI request update. 

12 Date for the next Parish Council meeting – 21st July 2026. 

13 To close the meeting at 20:55 
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Appendix A 
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Appendix C 
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